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ABSTRACT 

In order' to deteriin^ if ledia dependency has effects 
•on audience aeabers, a* study was conducted aaong 460 ranjcaly chosen 
household heads in Syracuse, Men Xcrk. The' respondents nere asked to 
answer questions designed to BeasuB^e ledia dependenpsy in teras of use- 
and df reliance on the various Media. The guestionnaire included a, 
Measure of audience evaluation of national and local g<Jvej:nMent . 
T.here is soae evidence that persons dependent .on newspapers were More 
favorably, ii^clined tona^/rd Ijpcal governMtnt than persons net newspaper 
dependent. Analysis of, the responses tc additional guiestions shows 
that Media dependency is related to perception of Media credibility, 
SysteMatic^an^lysis of the public affairs Materijals of the various 
Media is needed to deterMine exactly lihat it is that produces the 
Media dependency effects* (Six tables are included.) -(JF) 
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Newspaper and Television Dependencies: 
Their Effects on- Evaluations bf jSovernmental Leaders 



Even 'to the qasual observer, televisibn news is st^ik- , 
ij«^ly different .from that of the daily /newspaper^' Television 
hews is more dependent on^'visuals. ^It is. presented by a. 



recognizeable anchorperson rather than a faceless reporter. 
And there is simply much lessn^f^it. * / 

Systematic analyses r however., have shown that the 

. ■ ; ' ^ 

.differences between the newSxpr^ehtea by the two media are 
even more substantial than the surfatce impressions would 
suggest*. Wl^at xs- more important, ^ithere • is evidence these 
differehcea in news presentations affect the way^ audiehce 
members react to the world aboijit them.. 

Patterson' arid McClure (19^6)/ for " example, ir^- their 

. study /o/ the' 1972 President iaiV campaign, .found that tile- 

. yision^'news fodused on the hoopla of the campaign at /the ' 
expfehse of presentation of Ws|jes and the attributes of the 
candidatis^. yj^ewspaper news, tends, to be concerned less with 

• where . tae , candidates'/ Visitedf each day and the oddities o# 
this traprel schedu^;^' 4nd more* with the sfubstance of the 



contesif. . And ;whe# television did cover -^A'e issues of that 
iI|x0n-|ldGov^^ cdn^ejit, i^ t|ende4 tg. 6m^^size" different 
issues/ than did* th^fnewspapers ?l4tterson and McClure, 1976; 
Shaw Wnd Cliaa&e^ , i>^77 ) . / 
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ion presentation. 



, Robinson (1975), in fact, has argued that television 
news, as compared with newspaper news, is predominantly 
.negative and conflictual, focuses on images and impressions - 
•rather than^ eubst ant ive data, and is artificially ^alanced; 
to. present both^ides of issues" even when one iide is clfearly 
unequal to ai;iother. Problems are emphasized at the expense 
of soli^tions. And national issue's are give/i" more attention 
than loisal problems. 

The consequence of this type of te^ 
Robinson argues, is that those person/ dependent ^on 
tefcevislon ior thei^ public af fair s/matefia Is are likely to 
be more negativistic in their ass/ssmerit of government. ' 
The datk/ seem to be,^ him out . /Robinson ' s. ana;Lysi4 o^the • 
nationall electoral data sets /ccumulated the /Renter, for 
Politiidl Studies of the UndSJ^ersity of Michigah shows that 
A persoris relying on televiiion are more likely to thinto they 
cannot understand polit/cs than those ndtXo dfependent on 

\ \ ' / / * • » 1 * 

television. They als/ are more likely t6;t"2ink go^niriBntal 

" ' ' / / ^ * 

leaders are crooked and to think membets of CoAgre^s iend ^ 

/ ' ' / •» < ■ . 

to lose touch with'^ their constituent! onee they 'are '^Wted . 

\ The findings hold aj^ter education y/f the respondent^ is uaed 

as a control. 

/' ■ , 

/Earlier analysis by Robinson (1974) €f reactions to 
^«?aterga;te^^aJso supported this/position. P^sona watching, 
the t^levis^^ Senate Watergaft:e hearings weye found to' h^ve • 



X 



increased hostility to government and an increasing sense 

of personal perplexity. McLeod, Brown, Becker and ^iemke " 

(1977) found, ^ comparison, tha't, for young p'ersons, following 

those hearings m the print media was a^ssociated with seeing * 

ther scandal as atypical ^nd absolving the political s/stem - ^ 

of guilt . Attention to the hearings on television was not 

;^ • - * . ■ 

found to have a similar effect. ' . ( 

These apparent differences in effects on political trust 
of the news of the two media afe augmented by evidence tele- 
vision is less effective than newspapers in influencing 
audien^ members' prominence ratings of various issues (McClure 
and Patterson, 1976? Mccombs, 1977) and in transmitting factual 
knowledge (Robinson, 1974). Gerbner and>Gros9 (1976) have 
demonstrated that Jieavy television viewers in general (not 
lust of hews) are more likely than light viewers to exaggerate 
their ovm chancres of being involved in crime, as well as'* 
report that people cannot be trusted, 

Telfevision and newspapers employ radically different 

* ^ • V' 
technologies in ass.embling their news products , ahd it 

should not be surprising to find th|it these produaks are 

diffjrent. The in^licatipns of the . evidence tha^t these 

differences in news ptesentation are manifest in audience 

responses, however, are quite drartatic. The data suggest 

. . . ■ ■. . > • • 

that the media, throUgh the news they present, are creating 

distinct views of reality for their audience members. 



r 



1977 .Syracuse Study 

' To' t€?6t the generallzablllty of these findings and 
their implications, a survey was undert^en in the §prin^ 
of 19*7. The citd of the /tudy, Syracuse^ located in/ 
upstate^ New York, 'is a diversified community of approximately 
200,000 ^p^rsons. It 'is the center of a thriving industrial 
and agricultural community with -800,000 residents. 

The study extended the research on media dependency 
and evaluations of^government in two ways* First/ the 
<luestionriaire was Resigned tb measure media dependency both " 
in terras of use and reliance on jthe various media.. The 
existing research has ^neasured ^dependency primgirily-in terms 
oi'^use alone.. V And second, the questionnaire included 
separate measures of audience evaluations of national and 
local government.^, * ^ 

, The expectation underlying the research was that indeed 
those persons whd w^'re dependent 6n television, when compared 
V^itb newspaper dependent persons, would be more critical^ and 
less trusting of government. The differences! were expected 
bedause of dif fetCnces in the news opei^ations of the two 
media.-. The new? opera\:iofi differences were expected to be 

reflected rather consistently ih^differfent news products /• 

' 1^ * ' ' >• 

Because those differences iri media products ought to be 

most exaggerated on the local level/ where. television news 
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prograikiing, particularly, is generally less professional 
frtfm a 'journalistic point of - view, the expected 'relationship 
between ,media dependency and criticism ought to be strongest 

♦ 

where local government is concerned. The. relationship was ' 
expected to hold<^ however, on the-naUonaJ , level as well. 

The Syracuse data consisted of telephone interview 
responses from a sample of 460 household heads whose . ' 

been generated randomly by computer, 
^Trained interviewers were instructed to contact that ' # • 

person 18 years old or oldeij in/thfe-househoid who w^s the, 
EiSfimary f inancial contributor. Sex of respondent, howevei', " v •^ 
was predetermined to guarantee' pr^rtionate representation 
of males and females. In other words, every household 
with an, adult- male and adult female was considered to have^ 
two household heads. The« interview was conducted" with the . 
. male or t^e female, depending 'on prededi^nation. ' When onijj - 
•one adult lived in the .househ6ld; that per^n^as inter- 
^viewed, regardless of prior deSigfnation of ^ex of the respon- . 
dent. ■ ' • . € ,^ 

Included in the interview schedule were two types of 
questions designed to measure evaluations of persons in 
'government. The first type of item was a simple . ' " 

adaptation pf the Gallup measure of job performance, ^ ' 

Respondents were asked whether they ^approved or dis'approved 
of the way thtee governmental leaders were handling - their 
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job; President, Jimmy Carter, New York Governor Hugh Carey, 
and Syracuse Mayor Lee Alexander* ' These measures , then, 
focused on the individual holding the "Mghost elective 
office at each of the three ' levels" of .government . ^ - 

The second t^e of measure ' is the more typical for 
ascertaining levels of trust in government. Respondents 
were asked first if they "tended to f6el that the people 
running the government care or don't cite what happens 
to you." A second item asked: "Do yoli tend to agree, or 
disagree that most officials ^re in politics .for what they 
personally can get out of it for themselves?" Th^two 
^questions ^were asked for federal, state and city officials, 
in that order. Responses to these tw6 questions- were 
combined to form a single index of trust for each* level of 
government. 

... • 
Media,,,d^endency was measured on both the national and 

local level by combining answers to several questipns on 
media use habits. A person was scored- high in' newspaper ' 
dependence for national news^if he or she reported getting ' 
most of the nevrs ^jabout what's going on in the world from 
newspapers, reading a newspaper at least six tiiy a week, 
and viewing the national early evening television news 
less than six times h week. A person low in newspaper de- 
pendency for national news did none of these things. A 
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person highly dependent on television for national new/ re- 
ported usually getting most of his or her world news, ffoin • 

«r ' • 

television, reading a newspaper less than six days a week, 
and viewing the nati<^nal early evening' television news at 

least six times a week. ■ 
. ■ . ' i 
■ ^ A person high in local/ newspaper dependency was one who 

reported re lying on rheWspiapers for local news, reading a 

ij^wspap^r at .least six times a week, and viewing the local 

.early eyeriing television news less -than six time's -a week. 

. Local television dependency was measured in a parallel 

fashipn. ^ • a* \ ^ 



Ndymeasure of media dep^dency for state news was • 
employed primarily as a pragmatic consideration. The 
questionnaire had been designed to measure ppinions:^n a 
series of local issues as well as media dependency and 
• evaluations of governmental leaders. ' Length of / 
questionnaire quickly became a factor. ^ . . 

V- Results ' 

Levei^ of approval of t^ie heads of the federal, state 
and ^i^. governments as well as of trust in officials at 
those three levels are shown in Table 1. Comparison of 
the means shows an interesting difference between the two 
types of measu^re. Prekdeht Jimmy Carter enjoys the • >~ 
highestlevel of job approval.- It is, in fact, at an almost 



identical level what he was recQiyiVig natiohally 
at the time of the ^yr^usV stu^y. York Go\^rnor liagh* 

Carney f however, was given a job approval rating considerably 
lower thai^ Carter's. Carey •§ rating>.in fact, is lower- than 
the rating of Syracuse' Mayor Lee Alexander! All three men 
are Dexnocrats • 

' When the more general m^sure of trust examined , > 
however, it becomes clear that tho^e officLls m6rs€ distant 
spatially from the Syracuse re.spondents were evaluated lass 
highly than those near at hand. City officials are the'nost 
trusted; federal off;i.cials ar« the Idast. - 

The relationship between the two types of measiires^-'in ; 
fact, is Rot overly strong. Carter's approval rating, for 
^^fnpie., is correlated with -the ratings of federal officials? 
only .16. In addition, approval of any one of the .elected 
officials is not highlir^elated to awrov^ of^t^others. 
Carter's and Carey'^-approval ratings show' a ..11 correlation 
Carter's and Carey's approval ratings are correlated .li. 
The approval o^ Carey is correlated ..27 with th^^^^oval 
Alexander. On the other hand', the interrelationships 
(r the trust measures are quite strong. Trust in federal 
official's is correlated ise with trust in s^kt^ officials, " 
for example. ^ ' ' % j 
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Table 1 'about here . 



Separate analyses not shown indicate there are no real 
differences between the responses of . low and hfgh educated • 
persons to the questions on joh approval or trust. Young 
and older respondents also d'id not differ on the job 
approval ^estionsr though r when the general trust questions 
are examined r young respondents are found to be less trusting 
than their older counterparts • Respondents reporting 
i)emocratic P^ty registration are /slightly xnbf e approving 
of, all three, of tjie elected leaders than Republicans. . 
Republicans/ however, are more trusting in officials at all 
three levels -than Democrats . . 

Levels, of media dependency are shovm in Table 2. 



Table 2 aboul^ here 



^^ .The Syracuse respondents do geem to be more dependent 
^on newspapers than on television^ for both their, na^onal /and 
local" news . The measures of "dependency on the two media 

e 

are strongly negatively related, ^he correlation is -.88 

. f^r the national news ahd -^89 for the local news meastires. 

<* ■ ■ , ' 

In part, of course, this negati^^ relationshij) is forced by 

1*e choice-of only one medium in the item on media reliance. 
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But it seems to, i:;ef lect as well the.' fact- many people "are 
'4ependent.4>n one oV'.the other of" the niedia for' their news^*< 
Three-quarters of the Syracuse respondents reported they 
relied on either newspapers pr television Wr both ' ^-^^ 
i^ational and local news; * ■• . 

Dependency for natipnai news is strongly related to " 
dependtency for local new^. The correlation between the ' 
two measures of newspaper dependency is .72,^ for television 
the figure^ is' .73*. • " ' . , ' 

Separate analyses show, the better Seated sample ' ' 



'members tend to be more newspaper tfe^ndent • than th^iowei; 
educated respondents'. This is tru^or.both the local /and 
national lev^^ifeither the low. nor trf*^ high educated^ 
rferspondents, however , . have higher television dependency 
scores^ than newspaper dependency. sVior^s^Jin other words, 
both groups are slightly more newspap^l: lep^dentl than 
television deprtident'., Vounger . sampler, members ard I'owe^in 
newspaper dependency--particularly for Ibcai news-!^^ 6lder 
members and higher in' tel^Visipn dependency. * 

. .Analysis of responses to additional^questioris included 
in the Syracuse questionnaire shows that niedia 'dependency.^ " 
is. (relate^ to perceptions of mpdia cr^ibility.. Ae^sons 
who_^ think "newspapers are the mo^f eredibl^idiuA, for;/- 
example, are Imore likely to H^ve a- high i^ewspap^r 
dependency score than persons thinkinig television- the' most ^" 
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credible medium. The relationship holds for bpth local aiid 
> national news. * ' 

V 

- ^ In addition, television dependency was found to be 
positively CQi:r plated with approval of Jimmy Carter's use 
^ of »that medium for his fireside chat in early 1977." 
Newspaper dependency was foUjid to be negatively related to 
•approval of that presidential broadcast, " *^ 

In Table 3, the key correlational data are presented ■ 
for a test of the expected relationships between media 
dependency an^evaluatipns of government.. The expected " 



Table 3 about here 



V 

pa,ttern of f indin'gs is .a positive correlation between * 
newspai^r dependency and. the two indicants of job approval 
as well as between newspaper dependeno^ arid the two measures 
.of tru^t. The correlations should h4 negative for television 
dependency. 

It is quite clear in.Tablfe 3, that there is only partial 
supp(^t for the hypothesis. OI^the federal le'vel, in fact, 
there is no evidence of an effect of media dependeijcy. On 
the local level, th^ effect is in evidence for. both approval 

Syracuse mayor and trust in 
ci^fficials. In other words, those persons* classified . 
as high in newspaper^ dependency do ten?' to evaluate- 
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Mayor Lee Alexander more highly than - persons low in newspaper 
^'dependency,, And the newspaper ' dependent respondents also 
tend to have jnore trust in local. city officials in general. 
But the relationships are not overly stirong ones. 
^ Wher\ controls for education and age of the respondent 
^--^re introduced in Table 4 , the picture becomes even more 
complex. There is almost no evidence, again, of the 

: 

Table 4 about here 



predicted pattern of relationships for the national measures 
of approval or trust. On the local level as well the 
evidence of effects is far from consistent. For the yow^ 
respondents low^^n education and for the older resporidenta^ 
high in education r the pattern of relationships is in 
evidence. But the expected relationships surface for the 
older ^ low educated respondents only where the local trust • 
measures, are , concerned . For the younger r .better educated 
respondents, the relationship is present only when the 
evaluation of Mayor Alexander is examined. 

Education was entered as a control to eliminate the 
possibility of spuribu^ findings. Age was introduced • • 

becaifSe of the suggestion in the McLeod, et al., (1977) data 
that the dependency re^^ationships might hold only for younger 
voters. The data in Table 4 seem\o argue both controls 
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are important, for only where older , better educated 
respondents are concerned do the relationships surface with 
any real strength. And media dependency seems to be related 

< 

to evaluations of local government rather than to evaluations 
of federal officials. 

TVhile the data presented so far are jiot ov^ly 
supportive of the notion that newspaper and television 
dependent persons evaluate their governmental leaders 

is evidence in the data gatljered in 
the Syracuse study that media dependency has an important 

effect on respondents. Newspaper dependent persons, the . 

data show, are 'more likely to be knowledgeable about local 

governmental affairs than* non-newspaper dependent persons. 

Persons high in television dependency, on the other hand, ' 

tend to be low in knowledge. 

This inference is based on responses to two items in 

the questionnaire which asked factual questions about city 
. government as well as 'answers to two other questions on 
"Tcnowledge of local leader^. Respondents first were asked 
•to indicate the size of the city council. They next were 

r 

asked to indicate which pe^rty presently controlled city * 
government. Both have unambiguous anfwers., , There are 

X nine council, members. Seven of the nine are Democrats, as 

is the -^layor. * 

- •''». ^ «• 
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Persons interviewed also were ^sked to indicate what 
they would telL someone /unfamiliar with city affairs about 
the two candidates for Inayor in the upcoming ejection. The 
question provided the iJespondent^s only ! the names and party '- 
affiliations of the caididates. Though the incumbent. mayor, 

was seeking reelection, he haid ncSt b6en identifie'Q.as mayor 

i 

at the point in the qu^tionraire Where this information 

* f 

pu?:pos;e of these analyses, persons 
to how much information they ' 



was obtained. For the 
were' classified accordlrig 
could provide regarding t 



Table 



le two candidates. , 



5 about] here 



The data m Table 5 are consistent with the expectation 
that media dependency affects audience members. Newspaper . 
dependency, is positively associated with high levels of • 
knowledge regarding city matters. Television dependency 
is negatively ass^iatedNf^th the knowledge measures. 

Introduction of the education and age controls, shown- 
in Table 6, does not change the general inference. To be' 
^ sure, the effects are strongest and most consistent for the 
cider, low-educated respondents an* for the younger, high 
educated persons. But there is some evid^je in all four 
groups of the relationship:. >^ ' 
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Table 6 about here 



Conclusions 



The data from the Syracuse study suggest that media 
ependency has some effects on audience members • First/ . 
ose persons who were heavily dependent on newspapers 

f Ar their local information were' found to be more 
knowledgeable about local governmental affairs than those 
pe^ons'not dependent on t^t meditim* Persons dependent 
'^n l^levision, -on the other haijid, were less knowledgeable 

persons not television dependent • ' The relationship 
heild|after controls for education and 'age and is tionsistent 
wiJbhlthe finding by I&binson (1974) that television dependent, 
persons were ;l,ess knowledgeable about Watergate than newspaper 
depenpknt persons. . 

^ There is some evidence , as well^ that persoi^ dependent 
on newsj^apeir's are xtore favorably inclined toward local ^ 
governmental officials than persona not newspaper, 
dependei^^t. Television dependent persons tend to be less 

favorciblfe towards and trusting in local leaders than those 

not dependent on that medium. , The relationship, hov/ever, 
\ • • * 

is not consistent .for all respondents. 
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The r^ationship between dependency and evaluations of ^ • 

^ ^ * X. - 

leaders^ quite clearly , is limited to local government in 

/ ^ J* * 

the, Syraoixse data. Though earlier studies- had suggested 

this re3/ati6nship held for the national level as well, • 

there simply is no evidence of it here. Separate analysis 

of thi*s relationsh:^p using siinple media exposure or simple^ 

reliance on the. media rather than the indfex of dependency 
create^^hgre does not change that pic^re. , " " 

since the Syracuse study did not include questions on 
the knowledge levels, of respondents regarding national ' * 

affairs r it was not possible to, determine if the relationship 
between dep^ndes^y and knowledge he3,d for the national as 
well as the IC?5al level. Given the generally high level 
of correlation between various Measures of political 
knowledge and the d^-scovery of such a relationship for the 
Watergate period r however^ it seems likely that media 

dependency would affect political knowledge on various 
levels. 

•■0 • " 
In general , the data seem to suggest that the " 

relationship between medi^ dependency and evaluations of 
' ' . ■ / ^ * 

/ government may be more complex than some of the early 

research had suggested. Ratlfier than affecting attitudes 

directly f media dependency may first determine how much 

information audience members have regarding government. 

That level of information may help determine the attitudes 
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held regarding government. Those persons in the Syracuse 
study wi1:h more information on city affairs were more ^ 
trusting in city leadership in general., In other words, 
the. data are at least partially supportive of such an 

indirect link between"" dependency and evaluations of local 
« * 

officials. . ' > ' '~ y 

Evidence that any attitudinal consequences 6f dependency 
result from knowledge gain rather than directly from 
dependency itself (factually strengthens th^ inference that 
the news in the media at^ determininjg the attitudes. 
Otherwise it wojald be possible to argue that the attitudes 
could be created by heavy media use itself, rather than by 

dependency on the medium for-^public affairs information. > 
In fact, the Gerbner and Gross (1976) analyses suggest such 
just a link between exposure and attitudes. But knowledge 
of local affairs can only be gained from JJa^pUblic affairs 
content c£ the local media. ^So the linkage between 
information held and attitudes becomes a particularly 
important one. 

More information, of course, is needed on that linkage 

as well as the linkage of dependency to knowledge.* System- 

^ « • 

atic analysis of the public aif airs materials of the various 
media is needed a? well to ^e^rmine exactly what it is that 
produces the media dependency effects. Such information can 
aid media practitioners in production of the news materials. 
.In this -way^ any dangerous consequences of media dependency 
csin be altered.' ^ i 

■. . . i 
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/ • • TABLE I • » 

aders and Trust in Officials of the Federal, 
St^te and City Governments . , - 



Federal 



Approval of President Jimmy Carter 
(range: 1-3) ' 

Trust in Federal \ Officials 
(range: 1-5) ^ 



Mean 
2.65 

.2.63 



.61 

X.54 



State 



Approval of Governor Hu^h Carey 
(range: 1-3) ' 

, ■ ' * ■ 

Trust in State Officials 
(range: 1-5) 



City 



Approval tof Mayor Lee Alexander 
(range: 1-3) . . 



• Trust in City Officials 
. (rai^e^ 3^5) 



■r 



■N= 



- V 



1.82 

2:71 

• v" 



.85 
1.52 



2.39 V ' .82^ 



rv 



3.37 



1.49- 



.460 



22- 
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t TABLE 2 

Dependency on Newspaper 9 and Televj.sion for 
National 'and' Local News 



National 

Dependency on Newspapers (range: 0-3) 
Dependency on Television (range: 0-3) 



Local 



Means 

1.62 

1.13 



sd 

.91 

.92 



Dependency on Newapajiers (range: 0-3) 
Dependency on Television (range: 0-3) 




N= 



460 



r 



( 



er|c 
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TABLE 3 



Correlations Bett;;een Media Dependency and EvaluaM<}ns of 

Governmental Leaders \. 



i Newspaper / Television 

reaerai ^ ^ ^ . Dependency^ \ Dependency 

Approval Qarter ' ^.00^ * .03 ■ 

.00 -.00 



Trust in O^^icials 



Approval of Ai\exander .08* * -.07 



Trust in Officials .09*. . -^>07 



N= 460 



♦Significant at the .05 level, \ne-tailed test.^ 



Note: The approp^;4^te measure of dependency was used for 
the two l^^s- of government. In other word^, the 
correlatxon^own in the 'first column and first row 
is for national nfewspaper dependency and approval 
of Carter. ^ - . "0 - 
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TABLE 4 



Correlationa between Media 'Dependency and Evaluations of 
" . ■ ^ Governmental. Leaders 



\^ . - 



CJpntrolling for Education and Age 



High School Degree^ or 


Less* ' 




\ ■ 




Ift f-n 


I e airs v>xci 


More Tnan 


xJ : ■ 






Old 




Nev;sp . 


TV 


Newsp. 


Federal 


Dep. 


De£.- 


Dep.- 


Approval of Carter 


r.06 


.05 


-.03 


Trust in Ofjficials 


.10 


-.19 


-.05 






1 • 




City / ' ^ 




Approval of Alexander 


.11 " 




• * 

. -.05 


Trust in Officials 


; .09 


-.08 


. .15* 



62 



At Leastr - Some College 
V Federal 



Approval of Carter 
Trust in Officials 
City: 

Approval of Alexander 
- Trust fh Officials 



,\0 



.06 



.14 



.02 
.05 

-.08 
'.18 



87 



TV 
Dep . 

.01 

.03 . 



.06 
-.11 



189 



\ 



-.01 
-.06 



.07 
.06 

.23* -.23*- 
.12 • -.17* 

122 " 



♦Significant at. -the .05 level, one-tailed test. 

Note; The appropriate measure of > dependency was used for the 
two levels of government. 



' ^ TABLE* 5.^ • - 

' r> -^^'^ \ ■ ■ . ' i ' C ' ' ' 
correlations .Bet;ween Loca\ Media Dependency and Knowledga 

>r- ; of City Affairs ' 

\ . • -> ■ 

' # ' ■•* 

„ ■ . :a ' ' ^ * ■ ' Newspaper. • Television 

Knowledge . dependency Dependency 



Size 'of Council^ ^ ' -.X)8* 

• Party ConSplling' city ^ .11*' ^ ' ^■'^i*- 



Candidates for Mayor ^ ,20* -•19* 

' . • . "N«. ""''^^X ^''..460 

♦Significant at \he .OS^vel, one-tailed test^ 

/ 



0 



> . . . 



^ 
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TABLE 6 



Correlations Between Local ffedia Dependency and Knowledge 

of City -affairs 



Control 14*g-jB6r Education and Age 

■ ' : ' ■ ^ . 

jjjgh School Degrefe or Less 
' ' < ' 18 to 28 Years Old More Than 28 Years 



Old 




4 

4/ 



' Knowledge * 
^_Size of Couhcil 

Part^Qontrolling City 
Candidatea for Mayor 



'J 



At |L#ast SomiajCoiiege 
/ Knowledge^ « ~ ^ 

Size of Council-, .* 
^, Part^Cont^?<dling City 
. Can^^ates for Mayor 



.N= 



Newsp. 
Dep. 


TV 
Dep. 


Nev/sp . 


TV 


7.04 


-.07 


.07 . 


-.03 


il2 


r.i5 


.08 


-.07 


.04 


. ' .01 • 


.16* 


-.15* 


<• 




189 

> 








lb. 

< ■ 
-.03 




.15 


-U2 


-.06 


.20* 


-.12 




-..05 


.12 


-.09 


.26* 


-.29* 



.87 



"122 



^ 



*Sign/ficant at' the i.os' leve^l, one-tailed test, 
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